ETYV Pilot for Indoor Air Products

Meeting Summary for the Task Force on Ventilation Air Filters
Arlington, VA, June 19, 1997

Summary

An initial meeting of the Task Force on Ventilation Air Filters was held in Arlington,
VA, June 19, 1997. This program is being conducted through a U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) cooperative agreement with the Research Triangle Institute
(RTTI). Dr. Les Sparks, EPA Project Officer discussed their Environmental Technology
Verification (ETV) program. Dr. David Ensor, RTI's ETV Manager, presented an
overview of RTI's pilot program for indoor air products. The meeting was hosted by the
National Air Filtration Association (NAFA), a trade association representing the filter
industry. NAFA President Tom Ottney provided an overview of the filter industry and
efforts to provide quality information for its customers. Mr. Ottney also discussed
NAFA's program to certify filter specialists and publication of guidance literature. The
theme of the meeting was to explore the proposed filter test standards as a basis for the
verification program.

The following stakeholder presented information:

+ Mr. Ken Sufka, NAFA,

«  Mr. Michael Woodford, Air-Conditioning & Refrigeration Institute (ARI),

« Ms. Deborah Prince, Underwriters' Laboratories,

« Mr. Jim Cox, American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning
Engineers (ASHRAE),

« Ms. Leyla McCurdy, American Lung Association, and

« Mr. John Sabelli, Intertek Testing Services.

The task group discussed the following:

« Involvement of stakeholders,

« The development of a testing protocol based on the proposed ASHRAE 52.2
standard method for testing general ventilation testing,

« The scope of the program,

« Benefits of the program, and

«  How the results would be reported.

From this discussion, a list of action items was generated.



Action Items

The next meeting will be October 8, 1997, hosted by RTI. On October 7, RTI will
arrange a tour of their laboratories, including the filter testing rigs.

RTI agreed to do the following:

1.

Send out minutes of the meeting and post a summary on the web site (etv.rti.org).

2. RTI will recruit these organizations to attend the next meeting and will submit a

plan to evaluate the representativeness of the stakeholders.

A list of benefits from the program was discussed at the meeting. RTI will include
this list as part of the minutes and will publish the list on the web site.

With EPA, RTI will write a discussion of the differences between a test method
and an ETV protocol. Elements of a protocol will be listed.

RTI will develop a sample verification statement.

RTI and EPA will provide information on the repeatability of the test method
using existing data that was obtained under a cooperative agreement.

There was discussion about obtaining information of the cost to manufacturers for
testing products. RTI will study this further.

Industry, led by NAFA agreed to do the following:

1.

Define the classes of products used for general ventilation.

2. Define the types of changes in the manufacturing process that would require

retesting.
3. Develop a list of other questions about performance issues not included in
ASHRAE 52.2, but which should be included in the ETV testing program.
4. Define the industry's customers and what educational materials are needed.
5. Outline any concerns they have with the ASHRAE 52.2P test method.
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